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Protection of Human rights
Human rights are protected by the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. These cover the right to be

free from discrimination on the basis of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age
or sexual orientation, the right to the protection of your personal data, and the right to get access

to justice.
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The functioning of the EU is founded on representative democracy. Being a European citizen also
means enjoying political rights. Every adult EU citizen has the right to stand as a candidate and to

vote in elections to the European Parliament. EU citizens have the right to stand as candidate and
to vote in their country of residence, or in their country of origin. '
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The European Union is a unique economic and political union between 27 EU countries that
together cover much of the continent. -

The predecessor of the EU was created in the aftermath of the Second World War. The first steps
were to foster economic cooperation: the idea being that countries that trade with one another
become economicaily interdependent and so more likely to avoid conflict.
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11
Thanks to the abolition of border controls between EU countries, people can travel freely

throughout most of the continent. And it has become much easier to live, work and travel abroad

in Europe.
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The EU remains focused on ma
Decisions are taken as openly as possible and a
More powers have been given to the directly e
parliaments play a greater role, working along5|de

king its governing institutions more transparent and democratic,
s closely as possible to the citizen.

lected European Parliament, while national

the European institutions.
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Culture in the European Union? Celebrating Europe’s cultural heritage and diversity {1}
Through “Creative Europe”, the EU supports European cinema, arts and creative industries to
create European jobs and growth, as well as to open up new international opportunities, markets
and audiences. _ :
Every year, 2 European cities are chosen as Europe's cultural capitals: this gives an extra boost to

local economies, and puts the spotlight on local artists
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The EU values are common to the £U countries in a Society in whlch |nclu5|on toierance justice
solidarity and non-discrimination prevail. These values are an integral part of our European way ol

life: Human dignity :
Human dignity is inviolable. it must be respected, protected and constitutes the real basis of

fundamental rights.
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Why is multilinguatism important?
The EU's motto ‘united in diversity’ symbolises the essential contribution that linguistic

diversity and language learning make to the European project.
Languages unite people, render other countries and their cultures accessible, and strengthen

intercultural understanding. Foreign language skills play a vital role in enhancing employability and
mobility. Multilingualism also improves the competitiveness of the EU economy.
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